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Food for thought

from the Leprosy Mission

SPOT IT

TREAT IT

STOP IT

You’ve placed graceful garlands
around their necks
I am sure that like most people, one of the things that you treasure from your childhood would be
the school camps you attended. Maybe you had the joy of attending a Bible camp. For many people, this
time of diving deeply into the Scriptures during their formative years leads to a transformed life and many
supporters of the Leprosy Mission care passionately about our work because of the Godly values instilled
in them during these seminal moments.
Instilling Biblical wisdom in young people is close
Knowing the eternal value of Gospel-focused
to the Heart of God. In the Book of Proverbs, we read: retreats, the Leprosy Mission encourages young
leprosy sufferers to attend these events.
“Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and
forsake not your mother's teaching, for they are a
graceful garland for your head and pendants for your
neck.” [Proverbs 1:8-9]

At the end of 2019, thanks to the generosity of
supporters of the Leprosy Mission, two young ladies
from Mpumalanga had the chance to go “on camp.”
Gundula Koethnig, who does a splendid job of
continued on page 2 / ...

Thanks to you Ignecia (left) and Pretty (right) had the chance to attend a Bible camp
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Back to school
At the start of the school year, Tandiwe [name
changed to protect her privacy], proudly tied the
laces on her brightly polished shoes and fastened
her blazer as she prepared herself for her first day
at her new school in a suburb of Pietermaritzburg.

She chatted nervously with her new classmates, but
the butterflies in her tummy soon began to settle as she
made new friends. They were excited about prospects for
the year. What would the teacher be like? Would she be
very strict? Who would be class captain? When would
they get a chance to be selected for the netball team?
Tandiwe was all smiles as she opened her freshlyprinted text book. The smell of the new ink filled her
with optimism – a new year, a fresh start in a new
school.
Sadly, her joy was to be short-lived. The principal
called her to his office. Waiting for her was her
mother.
The principal frowned and said to her mother:
“Tandiwe has to leave the school at once. Here are
the school fees that you paid in advance. Please leave
immediately!”
What grave offence had Tandiwe committed? Had
she been rude to a teacher? Had she been involved in
a fight in the playground?

had leprosy and he was terrified. Alarmed that
Tandiwe would infect other pupils, he wanted her off
the property at once.
In tears, Tandiwe’s Mom turned to the Leprosy
Mission for help.
“Please help him to understand that Tandiwe is
taking her tablets. The other children won’t get sick if
they play with her.”
We got in touch with the Department of Health
and thanks to their rapid response in conjunction
with the Department of Education, a visit was
arranged to the school. The principal’s
fears were soon allayed and Tandiwe
was invited back to school. Since
then, the school year has been
thrown into turmoil by the virus, but
we are thankful that once things resume,
Tandiwe will be able to go back
to class.
Thanks to your kind and
generous support of the work of
the Leprosy Mission, it was possible
for us to be there for Tandiwe and to
arrange for this swift intervention.
Thank you for helping us to help her. It
is so sad that these dreadful myths about
leprosy persist, but we are grateful that we have
your backing, which allows us to share the
truth about leprosy at critical times like this.

No, the principal had just discovered that Tandiwe
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caring for the physical and spiritual welfare of leprosy
patients in Mpumalanga, amongst her many other
responsibilities, arranged for Pretty and Ignecia to
attend a Bible camp.
Pretty asked me to thank you for your kindness: “I
appreciate all that you did for me. This was my first
camp. It was nice to meet so many new people and
make new friends.

We studied the Bible and watched films to help us
understand the Bible better.
“We played lots of games and had
delicious food.
“Thank you for paying for us to go to camp. We
appreciate it so much.
“We thank you. We love you!”

“We learnt how to communicate with people. We
learnt to live our own lives and not to live lives to
impress other people.
“I was so happy to learn more about myself.
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Thank you for helping sow good seed into the
lives of these two lovely young ladies. Indeed, you
have placed “graceful garlands” around their necks.
Do remember to pray for them as they navigate the
exciting time of early adulthood.

Locked out

You’ll know from our current experience with
the virus ravaging the world, that people are often
irrationally afraid of people that they believe are
infectious.

hostile response when he visited the hospital to allay
the fears of staff and patients. They were reluctant
to accept that leprosy is curable and that the patient
posed no threat to them.

For people suffering from leprosy, such rejection
is a daily reality. Sadly, it is all so unnecessary. It is
extremely hard to catch leprosy. Compared to the
ease with which the current virus is spread from one
person to the other, it is extraordinarily
difficult to pass leprosy from person to
person – the risk is really low. We talk
at the moment of being locked down,
but for many leprosy patients, life
means being locked out – locked
out of school, locked out of work,
locked out of families, locked out of
marriage and even locked out of
health care:

I was deeply saddened by this event. Here we are
in 2020 and people are terrified of leprosy. It seemed
beyond belief that this patient, who has suffered so
much as a result of neglected leprosy, would suffer
further abuse at a hospital, a place where he was
expecting comfort and protection.

SPOT IT
TREAT IT
STOP IT

I listened in shocked disbelief to the phone
call that I received a little while ago…
“They’ve thrown the patient out
of the ward!” A leprosy
patient had been admitted for
the amputation of an
insensitive foot that had
become infected.
He was sent to a nearby
hospital to recuperate.

The other patients became afraid and
complained about sharing the ward with him.
They grabbed the patient and ejected him from
the ward. A team from the hospital where the
amputation had been performed came to fetch him.
Sadly, even the staff at that hospital were now
afraid of the patient and had donned protective masks!
Fear is an overwhelming emotion and the truth
about leprosy is seldom a match for the terrors which
‘leprosy’ evokes.
The Leprosy Mission’s field worker met with a

Thanks to you and your generous support, Leprosy
Mission workers continue to press ahead this year
with rolling back this dreadful ignorance about
leprosy.
People suffering from leprosy need the assurance
of knowing that they can be treated and that
leprosy can be cured if swiftly managed. They
need encouragement as they care for insensitive
feet, hands and eyes – without daily care, the risk
of injuries and infection, followed by crippling
disabilities, looms menacingly in the life of a leprosy
patient.
But a healthy body is not much use in an
unhealthy society. If a leprosy patient faces being
locked out from their family and from health workers,
they have no reason to live a healthy life.
Which means that the Leprosy Mission team will
do all they can to train health workers to recognise
leprosy and to move heaven and earth to place
treatment in the hands of every person who needs it.
And they will teach them to welcome patients into
their clinics and not to lock them out.
I never want to hear about a patient being dragged
out of a ward again.
Jesus says
“You will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.” John 8:32
He was, of course, talking about the deep things of
eternity, but I believe that His words also apply to
continued on page 4 / ...
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All it takes is all you’ve got

“We do whatever it takes”, is the motto of the Leprosy
Mission’s teams entrusted with delivering treatment and
training to remote areas around Southern Africa.
Hazardous roads are part of life in the north of Mozambique,
where Dr Arie de Kruijff and his team, based in Pemba, are
entrusted with the care of thousands of leprosy-affected
people spread out over an area the size of kwaZulu Natal.
The rainy months of summer are especially treacherous,
when roads are flooded and even the best vehicles struggle
to survive the mud and dongas.
Fortunately, help is seldom hard to find, as willing
community members lend a hand to help extricate our teams
from even the stickiest situations.
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I first heard the call to arms “Spot It,
Treat It, Stop It” during a discussion with
Linda Todd, who leads the Leprosy Mission’s
Scottish office. “Spot It, Treat It, Stop It”
succinctly summarises the Leprosy Mission’s
resolve, so I immediately asked Linda’s
permission to adopt the slogan in South
Africa, to which she graciously agreed.
The Leprosy Mission’s success rises or falls
on our skill in keeping these three balls in the
air all the time.
“Spot It” involves training health
workers in the early recognition of leprosy
– some patients live with leprosy for fifteen
years before it is diagnosed!
“Treat It” stresses the importance of
early treatment, especially when it comes to
preventing injuries and disabilities.

In this case, even the rescue tractor was bogged down in the
mud.

“Stop It” expresses our yearning that
once everyone receives treatment, the chain
of leprosy transmission, which has lasted
thousands of years, will at last be broken.

Thanks to the generosity of supporters of the Leprosy
Mission such as you, Dr de Kruijff and his talented team are
able to press on with their noble calling, setting people free
from the physical and social chains of leprosy.

Thanks to your kind support, we juggle
these three balls everyday, moving a step
closer to the time when the curse of leprosy
will finally be ended.
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issues like health – knowing the truth about a disease sets
us free to seek the best treatment. We long to see leprosy
patients set free from the superstitions surrounding leprosy
so that they are able to lead healthy lives, free from the fear
of being locked out.
You, through your generous support of the Leprosy
Mission, are helping us break the shackles of society’s
ignorance about leprosy, allowing leprosy patients to live to
the full of their potential. Instead of being locked out, they
are being welcomed home and it is all thanks to you.
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